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INTRODUCTION

In July 2009 the Town of Avon embarked on a study to
determine the feasibility of constructing approximately 3.9
miles of greenway along White Lick Creek. The proposed
trail will eventually connect the terminus of the Phase 2 Avon
White Lick Creek Trail (currently in design) at CR 100 South
with the existing trail network at the Plainfield Recreation
Center. This trail will connect two local systems and play an
important role in the development of a regional system in
Hendricks County.
Consultant RW Armstrong worked with Town of Avon staff to
review existing conditions, establish a preferred route, and
develop the final deliverables outlined here. The project
was funded by the Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO). The MPO served as a review and
advisory team member. Primary components of the project
include:
Field Reconnaissance and Existing Conditions Analysis


Thorough field investigation along both sides of White
Lick creek was completed between CR 100 south and
the Plainfield Recreation Center. Total project length
is approximately 3.9 miles.



Existing conditions were evaluated based on
predetermined criteria and the following overarching
concepts:


Assessment of possible water and road crossings,



Assessment of potential environmental issues, and



Assessment of potential
construction issues.

engineering

and

Route Mapping


Based on the work completed above a final proposed
route was identified and mapped.



Location of the preferred alignment, connections to
existing facilities, potential trail head locations, and
location of necessary structures (bridges, culverts,
etc.) are shown on this map.

Phasing and Budgets


Conceptual phasing based on the assessment criteria
and ratings was developed.
Final phasing and
construction is subject to availability of funding and
opportunity for land acquisition.



Conceptual budgets for each phase were prepared.
These cost opinions are based on data gathered in the
field and best practice research.
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The project area was divided into five segments and this
document is organized around these segments.
The
segments were developed for ease of information gathering
and do not represent suggested phases or chronology.
Phasing is discussed in the final section of the document.
For the purpose of this document, the word trail is defined
as:


Project Segments
2

A multi-use, hard surface way along a street or rightof way for shared use by pedestrians, bicyclists, and
other non-motorized users. A trail may occur within a
road right-of-way parallel to, but physically separated
from, the roadway (typically referred to as a multi-use
path) or within a rail, utility or natural feature corridor
(typically referred to as a trail or greenway).

2
Existing Conditions Analysis

Avon White Lick Creek Trail
Route Feasibility Study

EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

Project Goals & Evaluation Criteria Matrix
Constructing a new overland route trail along a riparian
corridor can present many unique challenges and
opportunities. Each segment of the proposed corridor
was evaluated based on a set of predetermined criteria
influencing the development of the trail. The development
of the Avon White Lick Creek Trail and this study is based
on and incorporates seven goals outlined in the 2009 Avon
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan. These goals provided a
framework for the development of project specific criteria
used in the evaluation of potential greenway routes and
include:
1.

Economic Development
Promote the bicycle and pedestrian system as an
exceptional feature of the Town of Avon to attract
and retain quality residents and commerce.

2.

Health Benefits and Quality of Life
The bicycle and pedestrian system is a tool to
address public health concerns and to encourage
active lifestyles.

3.

Connectivity
Establish a network of convenient, safe, and well
designed bicycle and pedestrian facilities that
link all local and regional systems and community
destinations.

4.

Safety
Provide for the safe, convenient, and accessible
movement of people for all modes of transportation.

5.

Environmental
Enhance natural, cultural, and historic resources
with a compatible bicycle and pedestrian system.

6.

Education
Program bicycle and pedestrian facilities to highlight
learning and interpretive opportunities.

7.

Community Involvement
Engage citizens in the planning and development
of the bicycle and pedestrian system to build
consensus and create champions.

System map from the 2009 Avon Bicycle and Pedestrian
Master Plan.

Based on the seven goal statements outlined above, specific
evaluation criteria were developed and divided into four
categories. Each criterion supported one or more of the goal
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statements and ranged from opportunity for interpretive
education to ecological impact to anticipated cost of
construction. Each trail segment was evaluated based
on opportunities and constraints related to the following
criteria:
Services


Opportunity for trailhead development



Opportunity for trail support facilities development
(restrooms, parking, etc)



Opportunity for education and interpretation (natural,
cultural)

Corridor Characteristics and Natural Environment

Maximizing scenic beauty along the trail was one criterion
used in evaluating the proposed trail route.



Maintaining a sense of continuity along the trail



Providing logical termini



Recognizing transportation and commuting potential



Allowing users to experience diverse landscape types



Locating trail for the lowest impact possible to the
existing ecosystem



Maximizing scenic beauty and viewsheds



Maximizing wildlife viewing potential



Identifying ecosystem restoration opportunities



Providing trail segments with remoteness from built
environment features and sounds



Providing access to water


Physical



Visual

Financial and Constructability
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Anticipated overall construction cost



Road/rail crossing locations and safety



Possible need for bridge or other structures



Trail grade



Existing drainage patterns



Short and long term maintenance



Economic development potential



Applicability for federal funding



Availability of right-of-way



Opportunity for multi-agency cooperation
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Land Use


Sensitivity to existing land uses



Minimizing land acquisition



Utilizing existing facilities where possible



Providing convenient
number of people



Minimizing impact to possible historic and cultural
resources



Maximizing opportunity for local linkages (Recreation,
Institutional, Cultural)

accessibility

to

maximum

Each criterion was individually evaluated for each trail
segment and assigned a graphical value with an open circle
indicating most desirable or least difficult a fully filled
circle indicating least desirable or most difficult. A total
of five values were used with each value represented by an
additional quarter circle (empty, one quarter full, one half
full, three quarters full, full).

A sample of the trail route evaluation matrix. The full matrix
can be found in the Appendix

Field Observation
Extensive in-field inventory and analysis was completed
during the planning process. Each corridor segment was
hiked and opportunities and constraints were identified
based on the criteria outlined above. Critical constructability
and land acquisition were graphically mapped to illustrate
primary areas of concern affecting trail development.
Existing facilities, both paved and utility easements, were
also mapped. A synopsis of field notes for each segment
is presented below and is organized by the four evaluation
criteria categories. The full critical issues map can be found
in the Appendix.
Segment 1 – CR 100 south to South Property Line of WCCD
Property
Services
An excellent opportunity for a trailhead exists through
a shared facility at the Avon Junior Athletic Association
recreation facility. The Town of Avon would need to establish
a memorandum of agreement with the facility owner to
allow for the possible shared use of parking and restroom
facilities.
Corridor Characteristics & Natural Environment
This segment provides excellent opportunity for interaction
with the natural environment. Overall corridor characteristics

Extensive field work
was completed during
the planning process.
Limiting factors and
critical constructability
issues were mapped
using the key shown to
the left.
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are excellent – the segment is wooded and provides excellent
visual access to White Lick Creek.
Financial and Constructability
Land acquisition constraints exist at the residential
properties facing CR 100 South. Properties abut the
creek and the creek area is used by residents as ancillary
and support facilities for their primary dwellings. Land
acquisition constraints also exist along east bank of creek
due to residential neighborhood development. The WCCD
has indicated they may expand their facility in a way that
may not be compatible with trail development. Further
coordination with this utility will be necessary to assess this
impact.
Segment 1 critical issues map.

Significant grading issues exist along the north bank of the
creek adjacent to the residential properties noted above as
well as on the southern edge of this segment on the east
bank. These constraints may make it necessary to cross
the creek in one or two locations resulting in the need for
multiple span bridge structures. These constraints will
increase construction costs of this segment.
Land Use

Existing grades along north (west) bank will make trail
development difficult.

Trail development will be difficult in this segment due to
the close proximity of existing residential properties and
would significantly impact these properties. The trail will be
visible from residential properties with the highest visibility
occurring in winter.
Segment 2 – South Property Line of WCCD Property to
Tributary Creek on West Bank
Services
At the time of this study, no opportunity for a trailhead or
trail support facilities exists in this segment due to lack
of vehicular access. Segment 2 provides an excellent
opportunity for interpretation.
Corridor Characteristics & Natural Environment

Land acquisition along the east bank in Segment 1 is
essentially impossible.

This segment provides excellent opportunity for interaction
with the natural environment. Overall corridor characteristics
are excellent – the segment is wooded, fairly remote, and
provides excellent physical and visual access to White Lick
Creek.
Financial and Constructability
Land acquisition constraints exist along the east bank due
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to residential neighborhood development. Existing grades
near the tributary stream are inconsistent and will require
modification. Construction costs will be affected by limited
access to this segment. A bridge is necessary at a major
tributary crossing.
Land Use
The trail will be visible from residential properties with the
highest visibility occurring in winter. Opportunity exists
to construct a shared use facility on WCCD property. An
existing, cleared sewer easement runs along a portion of this
segment. This easement could be developed as a combined
greenway/sewer maintenance access road. Currently, this
segment can only be access from the WCCD property or
segments to the north or south.
Segment 3 – Tributary Creek on West Bank to Vestal Road
Services
An opportunity exists for a potential trail head on the north
side of Vestal Road. This will require acquisition of the
property.
Corridor Characteristics & Natural Environment
This segment provides some opportunity for interaction with
the natural environment. The wooded areas of this segment
are less dense than the previous two and acquisition of some
actively farmed land is necessary to construct the trail. The
creek runs adjacent to Vestal Road for a short length with
limited room for trail construction between the road and
creek. This segment provides excellent visual access to
White Lick Creek.

Tributary crossing is Segment 2 requiring a bridge.

Financial and Constructability
Land acquisition constraints exist along the east bank due
to residential neighborhood development. Existing grades
near the southern end of this segment are inconsistent and
will require modification. A small bridge is necessary at a
minor tributary crossing noted on the map.
Land Use
The trail will be visible from residential properties with the
highest visibility occurring in winter. An existing, cleared
overhead utility easement runs north and south from Vestal
Road to the creek. This easement could be developed as a
combined greenway/ maintenance access road.
Segment 3 critical issues map.

7

Avon White Lick Creek Trail
Route Feasibility Study

Segment 4 – CR Vestal Road to Gibbs Road
Services
Based on current land use, little opportunity exists for a
trailhead or trail support facilities. Future development
(commercial, residential, park) on agricultural land could
increase opportunity.
Corridor Characteristics & Natural Environment

Segment 4 critical issues map.

This segment provides some opportunity for interaction
with the natural and agricultural environments. Wooded
areas are less dense than the previous two and acquisition
of some actively farmed land is necessary to construct the
trail. The creek nearly meets Vestal Road in one location
(west bank) making it extremely difficult to construct the
trail. This segment provides excellent visual access to White
Lick Creek.
Financial and Constructability
Land acquisition constraints exist along the east bank due to
private commercial/light industrial development. Extreme
land acquisition constraints exist at the southern end of this
segment due to several single family residential properties
that occur along the creek at CR 300 South. A grade separated
crossing is feasible at CR 300 South and White Lick Creek.

Area for grade separated crossing at CR 300 South.

Land Use
Acquisition of complete residential properties on the west
bank of White Lick Creek would be required to construct the
trail.
Segment 5 –Gibbs Road to Plainfield Recreation Center
Services
An existing trailhead exists at the Plainfield Recreation
Center. The Town of Avon would need to establish a
memorandum of agreement with the Town of Plainfield for
completion of this segment and connection to Plainfield’s
existing trail and sidewalk system.
Corridor Characteristics & Natural Environment
This segment provides some opportunity for interaction with
the natural environment. Wooded areas are less dense and
the creek runs adjacent to Vestal Road for a portion of this
segment with limited room for trail construction between.
This segment provides excellent visual access to White Lick
Creek.
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Financial and Constructability
Land acquisition constraints exist along the east bank due
to residential neighborhood development. Land acquisition
constraints also exist on the west bank due to one single
family property abutting the creek. Existing grades near the
southern end of this segment in the former landfill area are
inconsistent and will require modification. A small bridge
is necessary at a minor tributary crossing noted on the map.
Land Use
The trail will be visible from residential properties with the
highest visibility occurring in winter. Trail development
would significantly impact a single family property along the
west bank. Significant opportunity exists for connection to
existing facilities.

Segment 5 critical issues map. Avon White Lick Creek Trail
will tie in to the existing Plainfield bicycle and pedestrian
network at the Plainfield Recreation Center.
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ROUTE RECOMMENDATION

Based on the information gathered through field
reconnaissance, existing conditions analysis, and input from
the Town of Avon, a recommendation for a final trail route
was developed. The route is proposed to follow the west
bank of the White Lick Creek to Vestal Road. At Vestal Road,
it is proposed to leave the creek bank, cross Vestal Road, and
travel along the west side of Vestal Road to the Plainfield
Recreation Center.
The final route incorporates both road adjacent and natural
corridor trail segments. Basic facility recommendations
include:


The proposed trail should be a 10-foot wide, asphalt
surface with two-foot gravel or grass shoulders on
each side.



The trail should incorporate the identity and design
elements established in the Avon White Lick Creek
Trail – Phase 2 project.



The trail should follow current INDOT, AASHTO, and
MUTCD guidelines for trail and greenway development
(incorporated here by reference).



The trail design and development should be consistent
with the strategic and design guidelines outlined in
the 2009 Avon Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan.

The full route map is included in the Appendix. A description
of each segment is presented below followed by key,
segment specific considerations affecting the development
of the trail.
Segment 1 – CR 100 south to South Property Line of WCCD
Property
Natural Feature Corridor
Two options are shown for Segment 1. Due to land acquisition
and existing grade constraints along a portion the west bank
of White Lick Creek, the proposed trail route must cross the
creek at one or two locations.
Option 1 (long dash) illustrates the trail beginning at the
terminus of the Avon White Lick Creek Trail Phase 2 project
on the west side the creek, crossing below CR 100 South,
crossing White Lick Creek to the east bank, and then crossing
the creek back to the west bank.
Option 2 (short dash) illustrates the trail starting at the Avon

Overview of proposed route. The full route map and key can
be found in the Appendix.
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Junior Athletic Association facility, travelling along the east
bank, and then crossing to the west bank of the creek. A spur
connection from the Phase 2 project across the creek to the
athletic facility would be required.
Coordination of this segment with the WCCD will be required.
Key Considerations
1.
2.

Segment 1 proposed route.

3.
4.

5.

Shared trailhead and support facilities at Avon Junior
Athletic Association.
Significant land acquisition and existing grade
constraints prevent development of the trail along
the west bank of creek.
Potential multi-span bridge over White Lick Creek
(No. 1).
Larger land acquisition needed for construction
of trail on east bank (peninsula area). Consider
opportunity for multi-agency cooperation in
development of a nature park.
Potential multi-span bridge over White Lick Creek
(No. 2).

Segment 2 – South Property Line of WCCD Property to
Tributary Creek on West Bank
Natural Feature Corridor
Segment 2 runs along the west bank of White Lick Creek.
This segment provides the best opposite for interaction with
the natural environment.
Coordination of this segment with the WCCD will be required.
Key Considerations
6.
7.
8.
9.

Small bridge structure (pre-fabricated) required for
tributary crossing.
Shared use facility in existing utility easement could
reduce costs.
Acquisition of productive farm land is required for
trail construction.
Large bridge structure (pre-fabricated or custom)
required for tributary crossing.

Segment 3 – Tributary Creek on West Bank to Vestal Road
Segment 2 proposed route.

Natural Feature Corridor/ Road Adjacent Multi-Use Path
Segment 3 continues along the west bank of White Lick
Creek to a proposed trailhead, then, due to existing grade
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constraints along the west bank of the creek, crosses Vestal
Road mid block to the south side of Vestal Road.
Key Considerations
10.

11.

12.

Small bridge structure (prefabricated) required
for a tributary crossing. Narrow width of available
land will require increased modification of existing
grades.
Proposed trailhead location to include parking,
support facilities, and possible park amenities
(playground, fitness course). Consider opportunity
for multi-agency cooperation in development of
park.
Proposed mid block crossing will require signage,
road modifications (rumble strips) and possible
signal work (flasher, traffic signal). A traffic study
should be completed to determine extent of warning,
modifications, and signal work (if warranted) based
on current and projected development trends.

Segment 3 proposed route.

Segment 4 – Vestal Road to Gibbs Road
Road Adjacent Multi-Use Path
Segment 4 runs adjacent to the west side of Vestal Road
south from the proposed Vestal Trailhead to Gibbs Road.
Significant existing grade constraints at the north end of the
segment and land acquisition constraints at the south end
prevent the development of the trail along the west bank of
the creek.
Key Considerations
13.

14.

In this location, the trail should follow development
guidelines established for road adjacent multi-use
paths in the Avon Bicycle and Pedestrian Master
Plan. The Avon White Lick Creek Trail identity would
be retained.
Large bridge structure (pre-fabricated or custom
engineered) required for tributary crossing.

Segment 4 proposed route.

Segment 5 –Gibbs Road to Plainfield Recreation Center
Road Adjacent Multi-Use Path
Segment 5 continues along the west side of Vestal Road to
the Plainfield Recreation Center.
Key Considerations
15.

Potential land acquisition issue due to proximity of
residential properties to Vestal Road.

Segment 5 proposed route.
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16.
17.

18.

Potential land acquisition issue due to proximity of
residential properties to Vestal Road.
At grade crossing required at CR 350 South requiring
signage and potential road modifications on both
Vestal Road and CR 350 South. A traffic study should
be completed to determine extent of warning and
modifications required.
At grade crossing required at Vestal Road/Pike Lane
roundabout requiring signage and potential road
modifications. A traffic study should be completed
to determine extent of warning and modifications
required.

Segment 5 proposed route.

Facility Types
The following typical sections depict the two primary facility
types necessary to complete this section of the White Lick
Creek Trail.

Natural Feature Corridor
Ten to twelve-foot multi-use path in a natural environment
(i.e. greenway or trail) not associated with a road right-ofway. A two-foot turf or gravel shoulder should flank both
sides of the path. A three-foot (minimum) clear zone should
frame the path and shoulders.

Road Adjacent Multi-Use Path
Ten to twelve-foot multi-use path within a road right-of-way.
A buffer zone, protecting bicyclists and pedestrians on the
multi-use path, will vary in width based on posted vehicle
speed of parallel road.
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19.

Connect new trail to existing Plainfield system at the
Plainfield Recreation Center.
Several key considerations must be considered for all
proposed trail segments.


Land Acquisition
Land acquisition or establishment of a trail easement
will be required for construction of all proposed
trail segments. Donation of land should be pursued
wherever possible.



Bridges
Bridge structures should be simple in design and
materials. Structures should be consistently designed
along the corridor and blend with the natural
environment. Consider using materials such as wood,
concrete, and weathering steel.



Environmental Considerations
A main financial vehicle for trail implementation is
the use of federal programs such as Transportation
Enhancement (TE) and the Recreational Trails Program
(RTP). These programs require the completion of an
environmental document adhering to federal NEPA
guidelines. Although trails constructed with nonfederal dollars are not required to follow the NEPA
process, the following consideration of the following
elements are “best practices” and should incorporated
into the development of all phases of the Avon White
Lick Creek Trail.


Wetlands – A significant number of wetlands will be
encountered in the construction of Segments 1, 2,
and 3, and, to a lesser extent, Segment 4. A wetland
delineation should be completed for each of these
segments prior to final design.



Soils – Geotechnical investigation of soil
composition should be completed for each of these
segments prior to final design.



Bank Stabilization – Bank stabilization techniques
should be incorporated into all phases of the
project where necessary. This could include habitat
restoration, mechanical or structural stabilization,
and maintaining a minimum 25-foot separation
between the edge of trial and top of creek bank
where feasible.



Archaeological Reconnaissance – A records check
and in field shovel probe investigation should
be completed for each project phase. This will
identify any important cultural resources present
along the corridor and provide for their protection.



Example of a prefabricated metal truss bridge being set in
place.

Potential wetland area along proposed trail route.

Historic Properties – A thorough investigation of
all properties listed or eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places should be
15
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PHASING AND BUDGET

Each identified trail segment was evaluated using a series of
pre-determined criteria in four categories and each criterion
was assigned a numerical score of 0 (most desirable or least
difficult, empty circle on matrix) to four (least desirable or
most difficult, full circle on matrix).
Each category was analyzed independently For example,
Corridor Segment 5 scored a 2.9 in the Corridor
Characteristics and Natural Environment category indicating
it is less desirable in this area when compared to other
segments. However, the same segment scored a 0.9 and 0.4
in the Financial & Constructability and Land Use categories
respectively. This indicates this particular segment has a
low impact on existing land use (desirable) and potentially
lower cost of construction (less difficult) when compared to
other corridor segments. The average score and comparative
ranking of each segment is shown in the table below.
No overall score for each segment was tabulated as each
category can be a deciding factor in phasing. For example,
Segment 5 ranked first three categories indicating this
may be the “low hanging fruit” in relationship to ease of
construction. However, Segment 2 ranked first for overall
character and quality indicating it is the most desirable
segment based on trail user experience. Ultimately, the
sequencing of construction will depend on available funding
and land acquisition criteria.
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Preliminary Statistics and Budgets
Costs presented in this section are for budget purposes.
For the purposes of this study, budget numbers presented
below include :


Trail




Bridges




Signage, benches, litter receptacles, and other
ancillary trail furnishings.

Trailhead




Signage, striping, rumble strips. Does not include
any traffic signal or flasher work.

Trail Amenities




Structural elements, decking, painting (if necessary),
abutments, earthwork)

Crossing Improvements




Clearing, earthwork, landscape, paving, and minor
structure (culverts, pipes, etc.).

Clearing, earthwork, parking, landscape, paving,
and other ancillary site amenities.

Engineering (assume federal funding)


Implementation
plan,
design,
engineering,
survey, geotechnical investigation, environmental
documentation.

Segment 1 – CR 100 south to South Property Line of WCCD
Property

Segment 1 Statistics

Components

Quantity

Budget

Trail

3787 LFT

$ 530,000

Bridge (3 on map)

160 FT

$ 400,000

Bridge (5 on map)

170 FT

$430,000

Trail Amenities

1 LS

$30,000

Trailhead

1 LS

$ 75,000

Engineering

1 LS

$265,000

Land Acquisition

9-20* Acres

Total

TBD
$1,730.000

* 9 acres for trail development, 11 acres for possible park
development east bank peninsula
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Segment 2 – South Property Line of WCCD Property to
Tributary Creek on West Bank

Segment 2 Statistics

Components

Quantity

Budget

Trail

2825 LFT

Bridge (6 on map)

30 FT

$55,000

Bridge (9 on map)

60 FT

$120,000

Trail Amenities

1 LS

$20,000

Trailhead

N/A

$0.00

Engineering

1 LS

$105,000

Land Acquisition

6.5 Acres

Total

$ 395,000

TBD
$695,000

Segment 3 – Tributary Creek on West Bank to Vestal Road

Segment 3 Statistics

Components

Quantity

Budget

Trail

3290 LFT

Bridge (10 on map)

40 FT

$ 75,000

Crossing Imp.

1 LS

$10,000

Trail Amenities

1 LS

$20,000

Trailhead

1 LS

$ 300,000

Engineering

1 LS

$155,000

Land Acquisition*

7-16 Acres

Total

$ 460,000

TBD
$1,010,000

* 7 acres for trail development, 9 acres for trailhead/park.
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Segment 4 – Vestal Road to Gibbs Road

Segment 4 Statistics

Components

Quantity

Budget

Trail

3884 LFT

Bridge (14 on map)

50 FT

$ 95,000

Crossing Imp.

1 LS

$10,000

Trail Amenities

1 LS

$15,000

Trailhead

N/A

$ 0.00

Engineering

1 LS

$90,000

Land Acquisition

4.5 Acres

Total

$ 390,000

TBD
$600,000

Segment 5 –Gibbs Road to Plainfield Recreation Center

Segment 5 Statistics

Components

Quantity
Trail

3080 LFT

Crossing Imp.

1 LS

$ 20,000

Trail Amenities

1 LS

$10,000

Trailhead

1 LS

$ 25,000

Engineering

1 LS

$65,000

Land Acquisition

3.5 Acres

Total

20

Budget
$ 310,000

TBD
$430,000
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SUMMARY AND NEXT STEPS

No specific recommendations for project phasing are
included in the report. Ultimately the ability to construct
the Avon White Lick Creek Trail between CR 100 South and
the Plainfield Recreation Center will depend on availability
of funding and land acquisition. A total estimated project
budget is shown in the table below.

Summary

Segment

Budget
1

$ 1,730,000

2

$ 695,000

3

$1,010,000

4

$600,000

5

$ 430,000

Total

$4,465,000

Several critical factors will influence the success of the Avon
White Lick Creek Trail. The Town of Avon should focus on the
following tasks in 2010:




Land Acquisition
Based on the recommendation made in this document,
land acquisition should begin as early as possible. The
Town should:


Identify specific parcel owners along the proposed
route.



Identify opportunities for potential land donation.



Identify opportunities for trail easements (in lieu of
land purchase).



Acquire appraisals of land not able to be acquired
through donation or easement.



Identify “low hanging fruit” parcels for initial
purchase.



Purchase land as monies are available and “bank”
for future trail development.

Identify Project Partners
Evaluate each segment for potential coordination
and shared responsibility with other public or private
agencies. Establish contact with these entities and
schedule meetings with each to discuss the goals and
timeline of completing the trail.
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Avon Park Foundation



Town of Plainfield



Hendricks County



Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT)



Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)



Indiana Greenways Foundation



Identify potential Funding
Many viable options exist for funding trail projects in
Indiana. Establish an understanding of local funding
abilities in the next five years and use this as a basis
for seeking local, state, and federal grant and program
dollars. Early coordination meetings should occur
with all potential funding entities in 2010 to review
this plan and establish relationships. Funding sources
could include:



General Obligation Bond (local)



Impact Fees (local)



INDOT Transportation Enhancement - TE (state, federal)



IDNR Recreational Trails Program - RTP (state, federal)



Community Foundations (private)



Trail and Park Foundations (private)



Congestion Mitigation Air Quality - CMAQ (federal)
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Each
predetermined
criterion was individually
evaluated for each trail
segment and assigned a
graphical value with an
open circle indicating most
desirable or least difficult a
fully filled circle indicating
least desirable or most
difficult.
A total of five
values were used with each
value represented by an
additional quarter circle
(empty, one quarter full, one
half full, three quarters full,

EVALUATION CRITERIA
MATRIX LEGEND
Most desireable/
least difficult
(0 points)

APPENDIX-1

Least desireable/
most difficult
(4 points)
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